Your Choice
Different genres of literature can provide us with different perspectives on the same subject.  Which do you prefer - a poem or a short story?  Choose to read either the poem or the story and when you have finished your first choice, return and read the other one.
Poetry
For me it has a lot to do with the rediscovery of language or concentration on the word. If you're writing a novel, you're concentrating on a much larger unit - not that you don't pay attention to your sentences et cetera, but the potency of the individual word tends to be more spread out. You're really concentrating on starting something on page 30 that you finish on page 250. The wavelengths are a lot longer, the pattern much larger. Poetry is a very concentrated form, and therfore the explosiveness of each word becomes much greater. - Margaret Atwood
Read the Elephant Poem.
Story Telling
There is something magic in ...storytelling. You tap into another world. The story becomes whole when you tap into the collective story, when other people's stories become part of the writing, and you know that it's not your story only. I have a feeling that I don't invent anything. That somehow I discover things that are in another dimension. That they are already there, and my job is to find them and bring them to this page. - Isabel Allende
Read the Elephant Prose.

In a thoughtful MR (Metacognitive Reflection), either in the form of a diary, journal, informal letter, or personal response, explain the process you went through in choosing between the poem and the story.
Be sure to address the following in your response:
· Did you choose to read the poem or story first?  Why did you make this decision?
· What impact does the genre have on you before you begin reading?
· How did each man's previous knowledge and experience impact the way they described the elephant?
· Would your previous knowledge and experience leave you open to the ideas and perspectives of others?  Please provide a specific example.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your MR should be at least one-half page in length, single-spaced or a full page, double-spaced. 

